Mount Pellon Primary Academy

EYFS Policy 


“Every child deserves the best possible start in life and the support that enables them to fulfil their potential. Children develop quickly in the early years and a child’s experiences between birth and age five have a major impact on their future life chances. A secure, safe and happy childhood is important in its own right. Good parenting and high quality early learning together provide the foundation children need to make the most of their abilities and talents as they grow up. 
The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) sets the standards that all early years providers must meet to ensure that children learn and develop well and are kept healthy and safe. It promotes teaching and learning to ensure children’s ‘school readiness’ and gives children the broad range of knowledge and skills that provide the right foundation for good future progress through school and life.”  
Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage
Department for Education, 2017


At Mount Pellon we aim to provide high quality provision which is multi-sensory, nurturing and engaging, provides first hand experiences and develops confident, enquiring and independent learners. We provide a caring and inclusive environment which promotes co-operative, respectful and nurturing relationships. 

At the end of the EYFS we aim to have developed children who are confident to make positive relationships with their peers, able to communicate their own interests, wants and needs clearly to others, enthusiastic, independent and inquisitive learners who want to find out more about the world around them. We aim to prepare children by developing their confidence and capacity to become confident readers, writers and mathematicians. We encourage children to use the language of learning by encouraging children to think about what they are going to learn next, what they have discovered, based around knowledge, skills and understanding.
Our planning process involves formative assessment of children’s learning to identify gaps and use these to inform future planning. As a unit we work together to moderate judgments we are making to ensure consistency.   

This policy sets out the criteria for teaching in the Foundation Stage and should be used in conjunction with the policy for teaching and learning.













Aims and Objectives:

A Unique Child: Every child is a unique child who is constantly learning and can be resilient, capable, confident and self-assured. 

Positive Relationships: Children learn to be strong and independent through positive relationships. (Built on key person relationships in early years settings).

Enabling Environments: Children learn and develop well in enabling environments, in which their experiences respond to their individual needs and there is a strong partnership between practitioners and parents and carers. 

Learning and Development:
Children develop and learn in different ways and at different rates, all areas of learning and development are equally important and interconnected. 


Playing and Exploring 
Through play our children explore and develop learning experiences, which help them make sense of the world. They practise and build up ideas, and learn how to control themselves and understand the need for rules. They have the opportunity to think creatively alongside other children as well as on their own. They communicate with others as they investigate and solve problems. They have the opportunity to express fears or re-live anxious experiences in controlled and safe situations. We deliver learning for all of the areas through, purposeful play and learning experiences, with a balance of adult-led and child-initiated activities.

Active Learning 
Active learning occurs when children are motivated and interested. Children need to have some independence and control over their learning. As children develop their confidence they learn to make decisions. It provides children with a sense of satisfactions as they take ownership of their learning. 

Creativity and Critical Thinking 
Children should be given an opportunity to be creative through all areas of learning, not just through the arts. Adults can support children’s thinking and help them to make connections by showing genuine interest, offering encouragement, clarifying ideas and asking open questions. Children can access resources freely and are allowed to move them around the classroom to extend their learning. 











Guidelines

Curriculum guidance for the Foundation Stage (DFE 2012): there are seven areas of learning and development that must shape educational programmes in early years settings. Three areas are particularly crucial for igniting children’s curiosity and enthusiasm for learning, and for building their capacity to learn, form relationships and thrive. These three areas, the prime areas are:
· Communication and language
· Physical development 
· Personal, social and emotional development

These areas are then supported and strengthened by the four specific areas of 
· Literacy 
· Mathematics
· Understanding the world
· Expressive arts and design

In addition, Mount Pellon will ensure that children are provided with a learning environment that is well organised and resourced, stimulating and exciting.
Displays will celebrate children learning and achievements, and working displays will provide prompts for learning and scaffold children’s development. 

Teachers will:
· Plan effective, differentiated lessons that meet the children’s needs regardless of SEN, gender, disability or race using the statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage and the Development Matters progression of skills and knowledge.
· Use a variety of teaching and learning styles.
· Use support staff effectively through targeting children (during social snack times to develop social skills and language, during child-initiated learning times to develop specific skills, during whole class learning times or identified target times to develop identified targets and skills), and using home language/English where appropriate to check comprehension or the child’s knowledge. 
· Use rewards consistently to motivate children and celebrate achievement- in line with rewards and behaviour policy.
· provide a supportive learning environment where all children can achieve and make at least good progress in all areas of their learning. 
· Use assessment to inform planning, identify gaps in knowledge or learning, next steps and monitor and review children’s progress in all Prime and Specific areas. 
· Ensure that all EYFS staff are included in the assessment and monitoring of children.
· Ensure that all parents and carers are included and consulted in the development of the child’s learning journey throughout the Foundation Stage, to develop a full, rounded picture of each child and and their knowledge in and out of school. 
· Use both the indoor and outdoor classroom to provide learning opportunities for children in all curriculum areas. 

Learning Environment
 Provision

Indoor Provision

The classrooms will have the following areas

· Books and Puppets
· Small World
· Maths
· Writing
· Role Play 
· Discovery and Investigation
· Construction
· Dough and Malleable materials 
· Workshop 
· Paint and creative 
· Sand (wet and dry) 
· Water

Areas will be set up to encourage children to access the resources and use them in their independent choices. Areas will be well resources with appropriate tools and equipment.  

Outdoor provision

Outdoor provision is for activities that are NOT accessible within the classroom- Bigger, Messier, Noisier. It is not the indoors replicated outdoors. 

Learning areas include:

· Water
· Construction (crates)
· Garden area
· Den Making
· Sandpit 
· Role Play and Imagination 
· Physical (apparatus and bike track)
· Natural materials area
· The outdoor/mud kitchen 
Displays

Displays within the classroom will replicate working walls and children’s learning can be displayed immediately with an explanation added by an adult of what the child has learnt (skills/knowledge)

Displays in the corridor will celebrate work that the class has completed and will follow the school Display Expectations policy

Timetable 
Nursery  
· Each day there is an English and Maths Session 
· Nursery doors open at 8.45 for morning session until 11.45
· Nursery  doors open at 12.30 for the afternoon session until 3.30



Reception 
· Each day there is an English and Maths Session (1 Hour)
· Phonics is taught daily for 20 minutes
· Snack time is set (afternoon) and is used to develop social communication and interaction
· Each class has a set ICT slot 
· PE/Games sessions take place once per week
· Story Time takes place at 3.10 daily – high quality texts 
· School opens at 8.50 children come into provision children write their name (Self-register) and individual reading time is carried out by the teacher and Teaching assistants.


Organisation 

· Nursery class has 1 class teacher and is supported by 2 nursery nurses and a 1:1 Teaching assistant
· Nursery children will be split into 3 ‘family’ groups for focused inputs
· Reception comprises of 2 classes and the children are grouped within these classes for English and Maths groups
· Whole class inputs take place for Phonics, English, Maths, Science
· Intervention groups are to be planned for by Teachers and Teaching Assistants 
· Each classroom will have a Teacher and Teaching Assistant 
· (EYFS - 2 teachers, 1:1 T.A. + 3 Teaching Assistants) 
· All children to have a carpet place 
· Each class has a set lining up order
· Groups based on English ability level
· Phonics groups based on assessment and current phase
· Each class will have a working wall that will have prompts to support writing e.g key words, words of the week, alphabet
· Each class will have a working wall that will have prompts to support maths







English and Maths session takes place every day

· English will be the focus for the morning- focused activities in areas will have an English focus and will be progressive over the week build on skills and knowledge
· Maths will be the focus in the afternoon- focused activities in the areas will have a maths focus

· Each child will have an English and maths book/folder
· Floor books will be used to document whole class learning activities and ‘WOW’ days. 


Planning and Teaching
Teachers will plan for experiences that ‘hook’ children into their learning. Wow sessions are planned to start new learning and engage and excite learners. Sessions will build on previous skills it is progressive and built up over the week. 
· The teacher has a planned activities and the Teaching Assistant supports the learning in continuous provision areas and enhancement activities. 
· An adult focused activity is planned for the week 
· Focused activities focus on developing skills, language and writing
· Focused activities can take place both indoors and outdoors
· One session per week has a specific science focus
· During continuous provision gaps that have been identified will be addressed thorough enhancements added to areas or focus activities planned for specific children
· Independent activities are planned and children are expected to complete them during the week 

Teachers will use a range of questioning (Blooms Taxonomy) to develop children’s knowledge and comprehension. Teachers will model what the learning intention is for children during carpet inputs. 

We meet the needs of all our children through: 
· planning opportunities that build upon and extend children’s knowledge, experience 
and interests, and develop their self-esteem and confidence
· using a wide range of teaching strategies based on children’s learning needs; 
· providing a wide range of opportunities to motivate and support children and to help them to learn effectively 
· providing a safe and supportive learning environment in which the contribution of all children is valued 
· using resources which reflect diversity and are free from discrimination and stereotyping
· monitoring children’s progress and taking action to provide support as necessary 




Assessment 
Assessment in the EYFS is based primarily on formative assessment, this allows practitioners to assess what the children can do and informs the the next steps to be planned this takes place daily. Summative assessment takes place half termly over the year this is to firstly identify what the children know when they start reception, track learning and allow interventions to be planned for, and then in the final term of reception to to ‘sum up’ all the information and formative assessments that have been made about a child.
 Early Years uses Tapestry to document children’s learning within school, parents have access to the site to keep up to date with their child’s development and learning. Children are assessed in each area of learning: communication and language, physical development, personal, social and emotional development, literacy, mathematics, understanding the world and expressive arts and design.  


Early Years Presentation policy

Children should be aware of the high standards expected of them and know this will apply with whoever is taking the class. This will ensure that expectations are raised by staff and ensure all children have a sense of pride in their work. 

· Every piece of work should be dated 
· Books will be labelled on the front with stickers that have each child’s full name, class and subject
· Felt tip pens/gel pens should not be used in exercise books. Colouring pencils should only be used to colour (if appropriate)
· If scaffolding sheets, frames or other appropriate paper based work is to be included it MUST be trimmed to fit inside the edges of the pages. Not folded in half and stuck in. 

Writing 
Writing will be completed on Monday, children will be presented with an item to write about
Tuesday- children will work on a specific skill identified from Mondays session to improve their writing
Wednesday – children will complete another piece of writing based on same item or a different item
Thursday- children will work on a specific skill identified from Wednesday writing
Friday- children to complete an independent writing challenge. 










Curriculum

	Year Group
	
	Autumn1 
	Autumn 2 
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1 
	Summer 2 

	
Nursery
	KU
	
All About Me

	
Autumn
	
Animals
	
Food
	People who help us/stranger danger
	
All Change

	
	Topic
	Our World
	Owl Babies
	Dear Zoo
	Handa’s Surprise
	The Gingerbread Man
	The Very Hungry Caterpillar

	
	Cr
	Self portraits

	Outdoor Collage
	Patterns
	Printing
	Cooking and  decorating
	Colour mixing

	
Reception 
	KU
	Houses & Homes          Our local area
	Night & Day
	Modern Tales
	Journeys
	Minibeasts
	Water

	
	Topic
	All about me
	Night and Day
	Modern Tales
(Julia Donaldson)
	Where will I go?
	Minibeasts
	Under the Sea

	
	Cr
	Portraits
	Van Gough’s Starry Night
	Andy Goldsworthy Natural Art
	Landscape Art
(Brusho)
	Photography
Clay Models
	Collage




Welfare Standards

It is important to us that all children in the school are ‘safe’. We aim to educate children on boundaries, rules and limits and to help them understand why they exist. We provide children with choices to help them develop this important life skill. Children should be allowed to take risks, but need to be taught how to recognise and avoid hazards. 
We aim to protect the physical and psychological well-being of all children. (See Whole 
School Child Protection Policy)
At Mount Pellon Primary Academy we understand that we are legally required to comply with certain welfare requirements as stated in the Statutory Framework for Early Years Foundation Stage. We understand that we are required to: 
· promote the welfare of children 
· promote good health, preventing the spread of infection and taking appropriate action when children are ill 
· manage behaviour effectively in a manner appropriate for the children’s stage of development and individual needs 
· ensure all adults who look after the children or who have unsupervised access to them are suitable to do so 
· ensure that the premises, furniture and equipment is safe and suitable for purpose 
· ensure that every child receives enjoyable and challenging learning and development experiences tailored to meet their needs 
· maintain records, policies and procedures required for safe efficient management of the setting and to meet the needs of the children. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]We endeavor to meet all these requirements.
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